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AMUSEMENTS THIS AFTERNoon ANB EVEN1N6.
GRAND OPERA HOUSE. Twenty-third at and Eighth

.v..Hound tux Clock. Matinee at is-

NIBLO'8 GARDEN, Broadway, between Prince tad
.Hoiutou streets..Lko and Lotos. Matluee at 1%.
UNION SQUARE THEATRE. Broadway, between

lUirteouth and Fourteenth streets..London asacbancb.

I
fiptit AVENUE THEATER. Twenty-fourth street.

Kew Yea n't Eye. Matinee at 1%.

! WALLACE'S THEATRE, Broadway and Thirteenth
atrect..Bbotueb Sam. Ma'lnee at ik-

( THEATRE COMIQUK. S14 Broadway.Atbica: or,
IjIVIMCSTONE and stanley. MallllUC at X.

BOOTH'S THEATRE, Twenty-third street, corner Sixth
avenue..Henry Dunbar.

' OLTMPIC THEATRE, Broadway, between Houston
and Blcecker sts..Lks Cert Vierges. Matinee at 2.

BOWERY TnRATRE. Bowerv..Bonnie Fishwife.
ultanr, the Uuntbr. Maiinue at 2.

J WOOD'S MUSEUM, Broadway, corner Thirtieth at.
!JUbk« in tub Wood. Aiteinoon and evening.

\ OERMANIA THEATRE. Fourteenth street, near Third
.v..Das 8t rruncsikjit. Matinee at 2.

I BTADT THEATRE. Noa. 45 and 47 Bowery..Ofbra.
tltOBKRT til i'- DBVIL.

i MRS. F. B. CONWAY'S BROOKLYN THEATRE..
IRatanas, Ac. Matinee at 2.

BROOKLYN ACADEMJf OF MUSIC. Montague at..
¦Faint Heart Never Won Fair Lady, Ac.

f BRYANT'S OPERA HOU8E, Twenty-tlilrd St., corner
'Cth av..Negro Minstrelsy, Eccentricity, Ac. Matinee.

, ATrtENEUM. No. 885 Broadway..Sflbndid Vabibty
p«r Motbltiks- Matinee at 2.

1 CANTERBURY VARIETY THEATRE, Broadway, be-
ttwevu Bleecker and Houston..Vabibty Kntkutainment.

TONY PASTOR'S OPERA HOUSE, No. 201 Bowery..
hand Variety Entertainment, Ac. Matluee at x

SAN FRANCISCO MINSTRELS, corner 28th st. and
'roadway..Ethiopian Minsthblsy, 4v, Matinee at 2&

tr v.¦
steinway HALL, Fourteenth street..Oratorio

>f tub Messiah.

i TERRACE OATtDEN THEATRE. Sfith st.. between Lex¬
ington and 3d ttvs..Magical Representations. Matinee.

\ DR. KAIIN'S MUSEUM, No. 745 Broadway..Art and
fC1ENCE

i* NEW YORK MUSEUM OF ANATOMY, 618 Broadway.-'Fciemcb and Art.

Hvith SUPPLEMENT
I new Tark, Wednesday, dcc. 95, 18753.

jTHE NEWS OF YESTERDAY.

^To-Day'n Coatonts of the
Ilerald.

^'CIIIUSTMAS! PAST, PRESENT AND TO COME".
LEADING EDITORIAL THEME.FoiKTH
PAGE.

^ANOTHER AWFUL RAILROAD CALAMITY I A
TKAIN PLUNGliS THROUGH A TRESTLE
BRIDGE, BECOMES IGNITED AND IS
CONSUMED, WITII TIIIRTY-FIVE PASSEN¬
gers NOT A SINGLE PERSON UNHURT
RECOVERING THE MANGLED REMAINS.
Firrn Page.

MEREST AND CONVICTION FOR LIT1EL OF TOE
CITY EDITOR OF FORNEY'S PHILADEL¬
PHIA PRESS! THE PAPER ESCAPES SCOT-
FREE: NOVEL POINTS.FIFTH Page.

feEVERE WEATHER THROUGHOUT THE COUN¬
TRY I THE REPORTS AND PROBABILI-
TIES-^AMUSEMENTS.Fikto Pace.

fcllE ERA OF CONFLAGRATIONS ! BURNING OF
BARNUM'S MUSEUM, GRACE CHAPEL AND
OTHER BUILDINGS ADJOINING ! THE ANI¬
MALS ROASTED ALIVE ! ANOTHER MIS¬
NAMED "FIREPROOF" STRUCrURE ! A
THRILLING SCENE OF DESTRUCTION! ONE
MILLION DOLLARS' LOSS.Third Pack.

teURNING OF THE CLAXTON BUILDING! FOUR
WOMEN SUPPOSED TO HAVE BEEN CON¬
SUMED: GREAT excitement: LOSS,
$400,000 . OTHER FIRES . TELEGRAPHIC
NEWS.Thikd Pace.

)cnRISTMASTIDE I THE JOYOUS TIMES OF THE
MERRY ROYSTERERS IN "TOE GOOD
OLD DAYS" AND IN THESE MODERN
TIMES: OBSERVANCES IN CHURCH, AT
HOME AND IN THE THEATRES AND THE
INSTITUTIONS: THE WORK OF THE JOLLY
OLD CHRISTMAS KING.Ninth Page.

^AMERICAN JOURNALISM! MR. FREDERIC HUD-
i SON'S REVIEW OF THE PRESS OF THE

UNITED STATES FOR EIGHTY-TWO YEARS:
ITS BIRTH, GROWTH AND TRANSITIONS:
HERALD NEWSGATHERING.SlXTU Page.

Secretary boutwell and jay cooke Rk-
VEALING THE SHORTCOMINGS OF THE
SYNDICATE! HOW UNCLE SAM HAD TO
"PAY THE PIPER" TO THE TUNE OF
ELEVEN PER CENT: TESTIMONY BEFORE
THE COMMITTEE OF THE HOUSE.ElUUTU
Pace.

fcniE STRANDED STEAMSHIP GERMANY! AN
. A I.LAN LINE STEAMSHIP, NOT K LIVER¬

POOL PACKET: CONFIRMATORY TELE¬
GRAM FROM THE OWNERS.Fifth Pace.

EUROPEAN NEWS BY CABLE.EDWARD 0. AN¬
DERSON'S taking OFF.Fifth page.

t-OCIAL GLORIES OF THE NATION'S CAPITAL!
THE PROVIDERS AND PURVEYERS OF
THE TEMPTING FEASTS IN PROSPECT.A
BROKER KILLED.FATAL AFFRAY.SIXTH
Page.

$HE WALL STREET SITUATION! BUSINESS
AND QUOTATIONS: GOLDEN PROSPBCTS
FOR GOVERNMENT BOND OWNERS: THE
"HOLIDAY RISE" IN PKICES.SECOND
Page.

COURT PROCEEDINGS! THE STOKES TRIAL
CONTINUED: QUASHING TAMMANY RINQ
INDICTMENTS.QUARREL BETWEEN DOC¬
TORS.FATAL RUNAWAY ACCIDENT.
Eiuuru Pace.

CENERAL BUTLER'S CREDIT MORILIER CARD-
MR. HENDERSON'S CUBAN STATEMENTS
ENDORSED.THE INDIAN WAR.REAL
estate.second Page.

A Frightful Baxlboad Catastrophe hap¬
pened yesterday afternoon to the mail train
going North on the Buffalo, Corry and Pitts¬
burg Railroad. Nineteen lives are already
Itnown to have been lost, and at least thirty-
five persons are badly wounded. The train
*vaa slowed down in approaching Prospect sta¬
tion. In crossing a trestle bridge, within
Jtigbty rods of the latter place, a broken rail
Jthrew the cars off tho track. They crashed
through tho woodwork and were precipitated
pearly thirty feet. The engine, strange to say,
pjot safely over the bridge. The cars when

{alien and overturned took fire, adding the
ortures of flame to those caused the unfortu¬

nate inmates by the shock aud the fall.

Tux Second Day's Examination at the

^Jtokjes Thlal, which took place yesterday, was
without any novelty. The witnesses were all
lor the prosecution, and all appeared on the
first triaL The public interest in the case

jjtGQwa to be reserved for the line of defence.

ChrUtm**.P»«t, Preaemt and to Come.
Kris Kringle is the Jupiter of juveniles.

He dwells in an inaccessible Olympus and
spends his jolly eternity in the invention of
toys and the preparation of gift books. Ho is
more trustworthy than the fairy godmother
and less capricious than the fantastic-mooded
sprites that haunt the lonely glen. Ho is the
authentio patron and abettor of all the favor¬
ite characters of youthful fiction. He it was

who gave Fortunatus his cap and Jack the
Giant Killer his seven-league boots; who pro¬
vided Cinderella with slippers of glass and
foiled the relentlessness of Bluebeard. To
him we asoribe the realization of all the fic¬
tions which enchanted us in the nursery and
charmed us long after we had left it. Bopeep s

sheop and the wolf that ate Red Riding Hood
were not less actual to us than Kris Kringle's
reindeer, and when we wept over tho children
in the wood we were glad to think that no leaf
with which the birds sought to cover them
could have come from a Christmas tree. King
Cole and he are brothers. Kris Knugle wrote
the "Arabian Nights." He is the gonuino
author of "Robinson Crusoe." None but he
could have given birth to "Sandford and Mor¬
ton." ««rhe Children of the Abbey" came

from his proliflo pen, and there is
even a suspicion that the "Moral
Tales" of Maria Edgeworth emanated J
from the same quarter. There is a Kris Krin-
glo streak in Peter Parley and Mrs. Barbould.
Many years ago he wrote those "Songs for
Infant Minds," which popular tradition has
ignorantly ascribed to Dr. Watts. The amu st¬

ing author of "How to Be a Man," "How to
Be a Woman," "How to Feel," "How to
Think" and other harmless, self-educational
treatisos, is only Kris Kringle in disguise. This
children's god invented the velocipede and
educed from it the bicycle through processes
of evolution which Darwin himself might
admire. To him humauity is indebted for
the jewsharp, the child's drum and the penny
whistle. The Fourth of July is merely Christ-
STmlcfsSf^sSi* of 'iet uj?" whicjj
the old man is obliged to give himself in order
to preserve his festive balance. Ho devised
the shooting cracker and the "snako," and
other blessings to eivilization. In the Fourth
of July orator wo discern Kris Kringle be¬
neath the motley livery of politics. Thanks¬
giving Day is but a preliminary snack with
which this great gourmand of merriment whets
his anniversary appetite. And when tho
twelvemonth has rolled past, and time has cast
the cuticle of the year as a serpent its skin and
the golden stars glow with yellower fire
against the frosty blackness in which they are

set, our children sit on Christmas Eve, with
finger on lip and listening head, straining
alter the crack of his whip and tho jingle of
his bells, as his bounding reindeer paw the
crisp and snow-flaked air.
Let us take another view of the subject.

We are told that we cannot serve God and
Mammon; that we cannotmake secularism and
sanctity coincide. Surely tho history of the
world does not offer a more picturesque and
epigrammatic refutation of this doctrine than is
to be found in the celebrations during Christmas
tide. Upon a religious basis, broader and
firmer than mankiud had previously known,
we build a prodigious edifice of mirth and
laughter. Christ was born in a manger, and so

wo kill and eat the stalled ox that fed beside
Him. The illuminated Christmas tree calls
up no image of tho radiant altar, #p_4 the
Cross and Passion are forgotten beneath mis¬
tletoe boughs and tho holly's crimson berry.
Charades and forfeits arc superimposed upon
the agony and bloody sweat, and, while we
merrily feast among friends, we forget the
fast in the wilderness. The very occasion of
the day is ignored in that day's festivities.
Centuries ago pleasure began to break the reli¬
gious shell in which Christmas encased it
People had moro sympathy with carols than
with masses, and prayers dwindled, by a de¬
scending spiral, into dramatic mysteries and
moralities. The songs of tho Judean shep¬
herds became transfigured into carols, sang
from door to door by minstrels who had often
taken more than was good for them, and reli¬
gious realism demanded an objective represen¬
tation of the Virgin and St. Joseph, the Christ-
child and the cradle, amid a pro¬
cession of bulls' heads, cherubs and east¬
ern magi. Later, the midnight worshippers
in France and England required a handsome
collation, named a rSveillon, to sustain them
under the pious burden of tho masses B&id at
dead midnight This concession probably
opened the way for the Feasts of Fools and
Asses, which, in some form or other, spread
all over Europe, lasted for some centuries, and
would have reached this country had they not
been sanctimoniously repressed by the Puri¬
tans. The history of Christmas seems to be
tho history of the effort made by humanity to
Bhake off pain and sorrow, and make actual,
if only for a few hours or days, that happiness
which is the ideal of us all. But certainly the
antithesis between the primitive significance
of the rlay aiuf tfie secondary character it has
acquired will strike all who reflect upon it
Looking back for one hundred years, what
means this holocaust of capons, hens, turkeys,
geese, ducks, beef, mutton, pork, pies, pud¬
dings, nuts, plums and sweetmeats ; what sig¬
nify the music and dancing, tho conjuring and
the riddles, the forfeits and laughter and
repartee; what portend tho hot cocklcs and
foot-plough, tho snap-dragon and wassail-
bowl, the yule log and the soused boar's head,
the evergreen and the mistletoe, but that in
simple animal enjoyment mankiud is striving
to forget the sin and misery which wove for
Christ the crown of thorns? Wo hido that
crown from sight beneath a nosegay from tho
hothouse, and are willing to forget tho "It is
finished'' with tho graco that is said over our

roast beof and plum pudding-
Borne thoughts are due to the Christmas of

the Future, for we may feel pretty certain that
in time our frosty-bearded friend will pass
away and silently take his place among the
well-used and exhausted institutions of man¬
kind. With tho change tbat comes over the
popular religion the aspect of Kris Kringle
will change too. Possibly another generation
shall see him arrive at the lean and slippered
pantaloon. The only pantaloon ho now con¬

sorts with is that which accompanies harle¬
quin. But all this is subject to transfigura¬
tion. If it bo true that in Augusta Comte is
to bo found tho religion of advancing centu¬
ries we must prepare to bid a gradual goodby
to turkey and mince pie as distinctively em¬

blematic of tho Christmas season. Posilivo
philosophy will lav our tablecloths and cold

abstraction order our bills of fare. The Re¬
ligion of Humanity.which in onr present cal¬
low stage seems so much like that of Inhu¬
manity.will wean us from the selfishness of
inordinate appetites and sensual yearnings.
Our only refuge is to hope that we shall be as
inconsistent then as we now are; that animal¬
ism will prove too much for us, and that in
obedience to its dictates we shall continue to
make a holiday out of what was originally .

holy day. A year without a Christmas is like
a cage without a canary and a canary without
a song, It is good that our immured
civilization should occasionally hop and sing.
We are afraid to think what the condition of
the world will be when the bells of Trinity no

longer give forth (heir Christmas chimes and
put a multitudinous tongue into the mouth of
moribund December.when the Post Office is
finished and the East River Bridge is built,
and the underground railroad completed, and
the earth is riddled with pneumatic tunnels,
and Tennyson's navies grapple in the central
blue, and not a drop of oil is needed to
Christendom's smooth, ubiquitous machinery.
The astronomer who watches worlds grow into
being and other worlds expire may be par¬
doned for anticipating the hour whan this
revolving atom upon which the human tragedy
enacts itself shall perform its last gyration
and then drop forever, unregarded, out of
sight But the average man does not look,
and does not care to look, through a physical
or mental telescope. He believes in the pe-
rennity of Christmas, and we have not the
slightest desire to rob him of so pleasant a

solace. Tradition avers that during a hurri¬
cane in Raleigh, England, an old church was

engulfed by an immense mound of debris ; but
during every Christmas-tide the villager who
treads the desolated spot hears, with reverent
fear, the church bells ringing fathoms beneath
him, faint as the horns of elf-land and plain¬
tive as an infant's wail. This is the kind of
music Christmas makes in the popular heart
Bury it as we will beneath mounds of practi¬
cality andjhrewduoss, you ayo sure^oj^ear the
boils ring if you listen for them. And -so we

welcome Christmas, oonfident that it will be
celebrated with all the old fervor wherever the
English language is spoken and the New Yobk
Hmu) is read.

The Syndicate Job.

The Committee of Ways and Means have
had Mr. Boutwell fairly before them in an
exhaustive investigation of his operations in
placing one hundred and thirty million dol¬
lars of the new loan in connection with the
famous Syndicate. The general features of

8tory haye already developed and
are pretty well known to the public, but de¬
rive now interest from their fresh and detailed
narration by the Secretary of the Treasury,
under the pressure of the committee's inquisi¬
tion as given elsewhere in our columns.
Mr. Boutwell adheres to his assertion that

he could not avoid the payment of eleven per
oeut interest on the ono hundred and thirty
million dollars during the three months that
this amount of the debt was undergoing tran¬
sition from six per cent into five per cent
bonds The new bonds, he testifies, were paid
lor with certificates of deposit which bore no

interest, but were secured by pledge of six
per oeut and other bonds pending the expira¬
tion of the ninety days allowed for the return
of the bonds called in for refunding. Here
lies the kernel of this very big financial nut,
Which tjtie Syndicate cracked to their great
profit. Mr. boutwell protests'h£ InaXilltV to
have dono otherwise than as he did.
But why, we will ask, did he not hold the

new five per conts themselves as collateral for
the subscriptions to the new loan ? The pro¬
cess would have been much simpler and cer¬

tainly more secure, for, as the Secretary says
in his testimony, he was at one time greatly
apprehensive as to who should bear the loss
should there have been any hitch in the Syndi¬
cate operation, which by sheer good luck there
was not. By holding the new bonds and de¬
ducting the interest on them until the sub¬
scribers redeemed their certificates of deposit
with coin or with the called six per cents, the
Secretary 6f the Treasury would have nego¬
tiated the one hundred and thirty million dol¬
lars without the loss of the one and one-quar¬
ter per cent interest thereupon that went to
the Syndicate. It is useless to plead that this
one and one-quarter per cent was a necessary
outlay. Had this commission or allowance
been given as an inducement to the. sub¬
scribers to the new loan the ploa would have
some weight. But every cent of it went to
the Syndicate. The subscribers paid the full
rate for the bonds, just as if they had dealt
directly with the government.
The question suggests itself, then, Why can

not the remainder of the loan be negotiated
without the intervention of the Syndicate and

year ?Ut rcpotiUou of the jobbery of last

That Cold Atmospheeic Tidal Wave.
^diction Fulfilled.-On

thei 20th instant, in an editorial on the sub¬
ject, we gave" notice of the approach of a creat
wave of freezing Arctic air from the North¬
west.that this wave had passed the Rocky
Mountains and was spreading itself over our
Northwestern States this side and alon» the
great lakes, and that it would descend upon
the Atlantic coast in intensely rigorous and
frosty weather for two or three days. And
since Sunday morning last from the Northern
Mississippi eastward to the seaboard this cold
atmospheric wave from the snows of the
Rocky Mountains has given us a wintry touch
of Dakota. Our editorial predictionZ Z
cific and minute, giving in detail the move¬
ments aud the causes of this current of
Arctic air, and the fulfilment is as complete
as that of a scientifically predicted eclipse of
the sun or the moon. Such are the advances
made by men of science, with the assistance
of the electric telegraph in discovering the
laws of the fluctuations of heat and cold and
winds and storms.

The Iiush-Andekhon Tbial, which has oc¬

cupied the attention of the public for some
tiino, was practically concluded yesterday. At
half-past two o'clock tho jury had heard the
summing up of the District Attorney and tho
charge of tho learned Judge, and retired to
consider their verdict. Up to the hour of our

going to press the result of their deliberation
was unannounced.
Sixty Locomotives Feozen Up in Indiana

will attest tho severity in that quarter of this
tidal wave of freezing air from tho Arctic re¬

gions, tho approach of which wo announced
^fivo days ago. , ]

Fire* la Mew York »»d lUcwhcre-
Th« Corrugated Iron^Coated Tinder
Boxes.
The number of fires all over the country

within the last two days would indicate some¬

thing cyclonic in the era of conflagrations.
The fire yesterday evening in Centre vtreet,
which it is yet feared has oaused a sacrifice of
life, is only one of a series which have occurred
in the city within the past twenty-four hours.
Barnum's museum, menagerie and circus on
Fourteenth street, which succeeded yesterday
morning not only in burning itself but the
buildings on either side of it, is the very latest
example of the criminal folly of permitting the
erection of corrugated iron structures in cities
like New York or Brooklyn. After the Bos¬
ton fire Mansard roofs were anathema, be¬
cause they were generally wooden tinder boxes
perched invitingly six stories high. The cor¬

rugated iron shells are, when touched
with a spark, simply blast furnaces
for self-destruction and the burning
of buildings in their vicinity. On
Sunday morning it was appropriately a ohurch
that was consumed ; yesterday morning it was
a circus ; four months ago it was a slaughter
house. The association of ideas may not be
pleasant, but extremes will meet in such cases.

Now, whether church, circus or slaughter-
pen, theargument against this class of build¬
ings, which has no advantage that the public
is bound to respect, is the same. Human lives
are more valuable than property, whether in
pew rents, circus seat, sales or executions of
beasts for food at so much a head. Alimenta¬
tion for the spirit, the emotions or the body
can, we are incliued to believe, be furnished
without taking such large risks in favor of a

general conflagration. This age is rightly
called one of luxury and sumptuousness. One
of its most crying evils is that this penchant for
the magnificent loads many weak heads to the
arcana of cheap imitations. Itmay be imitation
emeralds in a lady's jewelry or imitation
diamonds in a politician's shirt front The
budding dandy may not think it proper to
wait for a real gold chain, so he hastens to
adorn his vest with an imitation. The elo¬
quent divine and the enterprising circus man
cannot wait a season to erect substantial

. . -*=.--aawrs
6ulu£es, so they rush into showiness and cor¬

rugated iron lest the publio should lose a

sermon or a show. Custom, with its slavish-
ness, rather applauds this bad taste, as fashion
makes outrageous lines and substances in
ladies' drosses and tresses tolerable. Only
when it impinges on the public safety can this
passion for cheap imitation be met It would,
perhaps, be unparalleled to ask a clergyman
or a showman to gauge the preciso lefigth
of time which the publio might wait
without detriment for a dedication sermon
or a grand opening. The only limitation
to be made in either case may be based upon
the idea that it would be better to wait till
Doomsday than drink in either the service or
the performance in wooden fire cages built in
the heart of a crowded city, with red hot fur¬
naces under the flooring. Better trudge to a.

pair of canvas tents in the wilds of Harlem,
where the peroration or the lofty tumbling
might securely work their way into our souls
or sensations, than battle with either in New
York, within a corrugated trap. If the evil
was ended with the destruction of Mr. Tal-
mage's Tabernacle and Mr. Barnum's circus
we might have some consolation. Such, how¬
ever is not the case. The Rev. Mr. Hepwortli.
who, since his departure from the stone
church of the Messiah, has been ministering
Congregationalistconsolation at Steinway Hall,
is now hastening the construction of a cor¬

rugated church near the Union dopot at Forty-
second street. This is not bcKng done with a

view to ultimately burning down Vanderbilt's
depot, as might at first be supposed, but
simply to hftve as quickly and cheaply as pos¬
sible a church of his own to preach in. We
would respectfully call back Mr. Hepworth
from an ecstatic valuation of the good his ser¬

mons will achieve in the souls of uptown sin¬
ners and ask him to minister yet a little longer
in some substantial edifice anywhere while a

new, if more costly, design is being put into
brick or stone. As for the showman, we have
little hope that a simple appeal would prevent
him from preparing "with indomitable
energy" to be burned out a fourth time-
lions, yaks, giraffes and all. ,If the appeal is
useless in both cases we must sternly turn to
whatever law can do to call them to them¬
selves. Hfere, unfortunately, the outlook is
not very encouraging, either.
In the Heraxd of Sunday last an article

appeared entitled "Blunders in Buildings."
It consisted of a series of interviews with
persons whose responsibility and expe¬
rience in the matter of pronouncing
upon what is safe or unsafe in buildings.
Tho first of those persons was Mr.
Mftcgregor, JBuperiutendent of ^Buildings,
whose duty it is to pass up6n tho manner of
construction or materials used in the erection,
alteration or repair of any building in the city
of New York. It was a melancholy interview.
On the subject of corrugated iron buildings.
that is, wooden structures, papered, as it were,
with iron.he confessed that he dis¬
approved them. In defence of his allow¬
ing such buildings to go up in
New York, he could only say:."Yes; but
those are considered by the insurance men to
be perfectly safe. And what a terrible opposi¬
tion I should meet with if I should suddenly
begin to fight the architects and owners of
these structures !" This is melancholy, if,
indeed, the shattered feelings resulting
from this "terrible opposition" are the only
injuries he would sustain by doing bis duty.
The opinion of Mr. Kingsland, Surveyor of
the Underwriters' Association, was much
more pronounced on the matter. Mr. Mac-
gregor did not allude to the difference in
rates at which these buildings were in¬
sured, and we know very well that
fire insurance companies will take risks
on almost anything in the shape of a

building, if the owners only pay the neces¬

sary premium. The first part of Mr. Macgre-
gor's defence, thereforo, counts for nothing.
On the buildings of the objectionable kind in
the city Mr. Kingsland said:.

"I lenow only two or three. There Is Hepworth'#
now church at the corner of Forty-fifth street and
Lexington avenue, which In partly of brick, partly
of wood and partly or Iron. The Interior of the
front wall is built or brick, while the other walls
are framed with wooden timbers. All the walla
arc finished with platen of corrugated Iron, both on
the outside and Inside. The building 4i Centre
street, however, Is only sheeted with iron on the
exterior, the timbers of the frame being hare In¬
side. This stylo of architecture is being used to
the greatest extent In the erection of churches. In
Brooklyn l)r. 8< udder's 'iron temple,' as it is
killed. U au jujU also Jalmagu'a jabyrua-

clc. The former Is nothing more tftfln * slightframe covered with corrugated aheeU of metal."
"in the case of a Are, what clianoe do feu fhlnk

there would be lor these structures to withstandthe flamesr"
"Very little chance, Indeed. The heat would trt

communicated Immediately to the wood, and the ¦,
walla would go. li there was a Ore on the oppositeaide or a street to that upon which one or these
buildings stood, tne flames, when they became to
any degree intense, would heat the iron plate*until they were red. and then the wood would
ignite and burn."
"Do you remember any Instance fa which a

building or this character has been consumed byflrel",
"I do. There waa one not mere than roar months

ago.a large slaughter house at the corner or First
avenue and Korty-flfth street. It went like a
kindlingwood box covered with tin. The plates ofiron curled up and cracked off on both sides andthe walls vanished like magle. That Is just the wayI expect those big churches In Brooklyn and thator Hepworth also will go."

It was, of course, little to be imagined that
by the time these utterances reached Brook¬
lyn's breakfast tables en Sunday morning
such a terribly prompt realization of this
gentleman's well-founded fears would be fur¬
nished in the burning; of one of the buildings
named.the Talmage Thbernacle. In his
wildest dreams he could not have foretold the
Barnum Are, which occurred under exactly
similar circumstances. Now that the opinion
is so emphatically justified, we demand that
the subject* be thoroughly examined, and a

stop put to the erection of such firetrapa,
whether for the saving of souls, exhibition of
tumbling* or slaughtering of brutes.

Tht LmIiUm U«wrpatto».The Two
Board* of But* CamTtmn.

The people of Louisiana, through their com¬
mittee at Washington, have shown that the
removal of the Secretary of State, Herron, and
the appointment of Colonel Wharton was the
commencement of the troubles which led to
the overthrow of the State government. They
assert that while Herron was removed on

charges previously preferred against him the
action of Governor Warmoth at that particu¬
lar moment was induced by the disoovery that
Herron and Lynch, the two officers remaining
in the Board of Canvassers with the Governor
and then forming the majority, had entered
into a conspiracy to override the returns of the
election offloers, and, by rejecting c:rtain
fusion districts on the pretence of irregulari¬
ties, to declare the republican candidate for
Governor and a majority of republican Sena-
tors and Representatives el^tedv Thiaatate-
ment receives corroboration from many cir-
cumatances. All the republican papers for
some time conceded the election of the fusion
candidates for State officers in Louisiana and
of a majority of fusionists in the Legislature.
The republican organ in this city, in a New
Orleans despatch as late as November 17, gave
the following as the result:.

New Orleans, Nov. 17, 1872.
The total vote of the parish of Orleans for Presi¬

dent srlves Grant 13,296; Greeley, 22,680. Greeley s
net majority in the State, as tar as heard irorn, Is
6,707, Including returns, mostly ofllolai, from all but
two parishes. Beauregard is elected Administrator
of Improvements.
Suddenly a change came over the returns.

All manner of frauds we're said to have been
committed by the fusionists, although the
election had passed over without the slightest
disturbance or a single arrest, notwithstand¬
ing tho presence of a large and vigilant force
of United States Deputy Marshals and Super¬
visors. Mysterious hints of a republican ma¬

jority began to be thrown out. The Secretary
of State was found to have procured a dupli¬
cate of the State seal.a precaution that
.would hardly have been taken had he not
been engaged in some act hostile to the State,
the discovery of which he feared might de¬
prive him of his official position. There was
every reason, therefore, to suspect that Her¬
ron and Lynch were engaged in such a con¬

spiracy as was charged upon them, and their
subsequent action confirmed the suspicion.
Even if Herron had been illegally removed
by Governor Warmoth he had no right to
continue to act as Secretary of State until the
State Courts had restored him to his official
duties. He was himself holding under the
same authority with Seoretary Wharton.
Bovee had been removed about a year pre¬
viously by Governor Warmoth, and Herron
had been appointed in his place. Bovee did
not attempt to act as Secretary of State after
his removal, but appealed to the Courts, and
the suit to oust Herron and reinstate Bovee
was pending at the time of Herron' s removal
by the Governor. Herron had no right what¬
ever to act as a member of the Board of
Canvassers after his removal, and his meeting
with Lynch and their appointment of Long-
street and Hwkins had not a shadow of au¬

thority. On the other hand, even if Herron
had been in a position to act le¬
gally as Secretary of State after his re¬

moval, it would still have been incompetent
for the two members of the Board of Canvass¬
ers, Messrs. Herron and Lynch, to have met
and filled vacancies without the presence of
Governor Warmoth. They were not a quorum
of the board and oould not take any official
action; consequently Messrs. Longstreet and
Hawkins had no more right on the Canvassing
Board than had Judge DureU and Marshal
Packard. .-vi-' -sSii"-*" -> '. jThe first step in Judge DureU' a usurpation
was the recognition of this bogus Board of
State Canvassers, who stood pledged to count
the republicans into office, and the enjoining
of the Governor and his associates on the reg¬
ular board. The legal position of the regular
Canvassing Board is shown in the following
official account of the proceedings on Novem¬
ber 13, from tho Now Orleans papers of that

,lfWh'en the Roard met to-day Governor Warmoth,
Acting Secretary of State Herron and Senator Jolin
Lynch being present, the Governor, alter the read¬
ing of the minutes, presented the certificate of
Auditor Graham to the effect that Secretary¦ oi
State Herron being a defaulter he had been com-
ncllcd bv the constitution and the laws to suspendElm from the exerclso or his limctlons on charges
which would be enumerated to tho Senate. Accor-
illnalT secretary of State Herron wan requested towWraw from tho Board, which he .lid. The Gov-
ernor next presented the commission and tho evi¬
dence of his qualification for theotJlceof Colonel
j Wharton, as the successor of General Herron.
Oolouel Wharton was In the ante-room, aud on
being sent for promptly appeared and took his scat

'"claveriior Warmoth then prorosed the name of
F H Hatch as a substitute for Lieutenant Gover¬
nor Plnchback, which was adopted by the votes of
csoveruor Warmoth and Secretary of State har-
ton, Senator Lynch voting ''No." It was urther
moved that Durant Daponte be elected In P'®ce
Senator Thomas Anderson. These nominations
were adopted by the Board, whereupon senator
Lynch retired. The Board being thus completed
according to law, will proceed to its duties.
Judge Durell enjoined this Board, thus reg¬

ularly organized in presence of Lynch, be¬
cause he knew that the roturns in tho posses¬
sion of tho Governor showing the result of
the election gave the State to the fusionists,
and ho rocognized and confirmed tho Board
created subsequently by Lynch and the
removed Secretary of State because he knew
that thoy were pledged to count in Ktllogg
and Antoino aid to give the Leg¬
islature to tho republicans. Yet we

wo told tlut Jud«o Purcll'a action

was not that of a paitfsan. The bojus Board*
thus backed by a political Judge, gave the
offices into the hands of the zqen who are at
present usurping the power of the State of
Louisiana. Without a single rot'nru from a
ttistrict in the State ; with nothing to guideii» judgment or control its license, this pis-
tended Board of State Canvassen has declared
results, announced majorities and given bogus
certificates of election to Kellogg, Antoine and
the republican legislators. Meanwhile At¬
torney General Williams pertly announces the
"belief of the administration thai the repub¬
licans received a majority of votesm the eloo-
tion, and tells the people of Louisiana that
this belief settles the qosstion of their State
government beyond appeal, and the sooner

they acquiesce in the decision of the authori¬
ties at Washington the better.

OvmmiIU Bilk dud 8trgv»
The reader for whom feminine costume bo*

hind the footlights has attraction will remem-
ber that some days ago a report reached this
city from Paris to the effect that some of the
more prominent actresses of the French capi¬
tal had revolted and refused to dress with the
extravagance which, under the Empire, had be¬
come a necessity. They boldly proclaimed
their rights to pinchbeck and tinsel and flouted
the imperial conventionality which demanded
of them real Haniton and genuine brilliants.
It is easy to imagine the consternation thai
society and the managers would experienos
should our leading actresses, foremost as they
are in adopting their fashions from Parut
take it into their heads to imitate this reform.
When the knowing but sympathetic observer
has aeen his favorite leading lady appear in
five different dresses in five consecutive acts,
how has his bosom bled with the conviction
that each oostume was more than sufficient to
devour the week's salary of the wearer! Is it
possible that the opportunity for exercising
this commiseration is no longer to exist?
What if Clara Morris should set her
face against gros grain and main!
antique and Fanny Davenport ignore
cr&pe de chene and Ohambery gauze ? Suppose
Agnes Ethel should bid farewell to point
d'Alen9on and Duohesse and Plessy Mordaunt
abjuro Mechlin and Valenciennes ? Imagine
EfSe Sermon writing a note to Mr. Wallack
informing him that after January 1 no oos-,
tumes with trains need be expected of her, and
that dresses made & la Pompadour were not
within the terms of her contract! Fancy
Aimee asserting paste diamonds and cotton
velvet as her glorious prerogative, and con¬

ceive Mrs. John Wood radiant and triumphant
in paper muslin ! These are spectacles from
which the horrified eye diverts itself as from a

sacrilege too impious to gaze upon; and
surely the picture we have sketched is one of
them. There are fools who fancy, because
the three unities of time, place and action
were once popular, that w& ought to create
another unity.that of dress. Such idiots
insist that a Seebach in serge is infinitely bet¬
ter than Mile. Sonatine in satin, and that
stage toilets of imperial splendor ought to
be expected only of actresses who "boss their
own dry goods."
The Massachusetts Senatorship..A great

struggle is going on for the seat in the United
States Senate made vacant by the election of
Mr. Henry Wilson to the Vice Presidency.
Dawes is pecking at it and Boutwell longs for
it The former had the inside track, but tho
Credit Mobilier disclosures have seriously
damaged his chances of success. The people
do not relish the flavor of the Oakes Ames
dish, and they do not wish that their next rep¬
resentative in the United States Senate
be suspected of having had his spoon in it.
Mr. Dawes is understood to have vowed a vow

that if he is defe-ited Secretary Boutwell shall
not be his successful competitor. Under
these circumstances Dr. Loring appears on

the scene as a candidate; but unfortunately
the Doctor eat his soup at a dinner in honor
of Brooks for the Sumner caning a few yean
ago, and it now rises to plague him. After all,
we venture a guess that if Secretary Boutwell
really desires the prizo he will succeed in car¬

rying it off.

In Oub City Churches and in those of
Brooklyn to-day, especially in the Protestant
Episcopal and the Catholio churches, the cele¬
bration of the birth of the Saviour of mankind
will be unusually imposing and impressive.

PERSONAL INTELLIGENCE.

General Sherman Is still at the Astor House.
judge J. II. Bell, or Texas, is staying av the New

York Hotel
Judge James P. Ord, or California, Is at the Fifth

Avenue Hotel.
Mr. s. N. Dodge has been chosen President of the

new Boston Press Club.
Murat llalstead, or the Cincinnati Commercial,

wants to bo the next Governor or Ohio.
Sh" Mlchae^Costa jlsited^ Bologna, Munljh an<$

Berlin ou his way to Engtand From ftaples.
Congressman Oakcs Amea left the Firth Avena®

Hotel lust evening for his home in Massachusetts.
Bight Rev. Bishop P. T. O'Reilly has arilved at

his home in Springfield, Mas J., from a European
tour.
Lord Spencer, In his capacity of Lord Lieutenant

of Irclaud, lias rormally ciosod the Dublin Exhi¬
bition.
Lord Ltsgar, late Governor General or Canada,

has lert Dublin lor his residence, BollleborougU
Castle, Cavan.
Vice President elect llenry Wilson lert the Astor

House last evening to cat his Christmas dinner In
the Bay State.

E. H. Rollins, or New Hampshire, ex-Comml»>
sioner or Internal Revenue, arrived at the Fifth
Avenue Hotel yesterday, but after a short stay left
for home.
Mrs. Mary Snyder resides in Leodsvlile, Pa.

There Is nothing very remarkable about this lady
beyond the fact that she is 10s years old.
Archbishop Bayley, or Baltimore, la too ill to re¬

ceive visitors. His complaint Is Brlght's disease of
the kldnoys, rrom which no person was ever known ;
to recover.
President Grant was detained at Mifflin, Pa., by '

snow and Ico yesterday morning. He telegraphed _

to Washington that he would probably arrive there .

late last night. ,
in Naples the other day Captain Gordon, an ,

English omcer, fired a revolver at a young lady on
the promenade or the Chtala and then shot him- '

self. Both died Immediately.
Governor Hoffman will not remain In Albany

until the Inauguration of General Dlx. He will
come to the city with his family on the 31st Inst.,
and reside ror a time at the Clarendon Hotel. A
European tonr or several years' duration Is pro¬
jected by the Governor ror himself and family, and
It will probably begin in January.
Senator Corbet was a heavy loser by the Are at

Portland, Oregon, on Monday, as In addition to tha
block or brick stores bearing his name he was tho
owner or the Orcjonian newspaper, the material*
or which were damaged by removal. Attorney
General Williams was tho owucr of a house wh'ctk.
was burned to tUc grtyuu-i.


